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I hope your summer has been going well. The season of growth will be soon going toward 

the season of harvest. Please, enjoy the rest of your summer with caution. We can enjoy our 

fresh vegetables and fruits out of our gardens or local farmers markets. We can go swimming, 

fishing, or golfing, do camping, ride a bike, just walk around our neighborhoods and parks at 

evening times with our pets, and visit our family members whom we always miss. Please, 

don’t stay inside the house only in the summer time. With COVID-19, we might not be able 

to go outside easily in the coming fall and winter. Enjoy the beautiful scenes around us right 

now, please! May God help all of us get refreshed and recharged through this active and ener-

getic season! 

 

Schools will resume later this month. Our Sunday school will resume in September and 

hopefully our youth meeting will resume soon, too. Please, put our teachers, school leaders, 

Sunday school teachers, parents, and students in our prayers and thoughts every day in Au-

gust. It’s been still challenging to study and teach in this uncertain time. May God keep our 

teachers, students, and parents from the virus, diseases, and any accidents! Especially contin-

ue to pray for the beautiful children who are struggling with leukemia; Emilee, Libby, Harper 

and Matthew.  

 

Some leadership positions in our church have been vacant. As the Apostle Paul says in the 

Bible, “We are the body of Christ. We are individually members of it.” In our church, First 

UMC of Savanna, some are our feet. Some are our eyes. Some are our ears. Some are our 

legs. Some are our brain. But, now we need our lip, hands, and heart, for example. If you feel 

like God is calling you to serve God and the local community together as leaders, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me or any church leaders. We can grow together and help each other 

as members of the body of Christ. 

 

“There is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and on Lord 

Jesus Christ through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” (1 Corinthians 8:6, 

NRSV) Remember this, we exist for God and we exist through Jesus Christ. In August, let us 

tune in the purpose of our God, the Creator, for us, live in the presence of Christ our Lord, 

and open our hearts and souls to the power of the Holy Spirit. Happy August! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Dave 



 

Dear Friends and Members of the Northern Illinois Annual Conference (NIC):  

Blessings and peace to you all! I trust that you are able to enjoy these wonderful months of summer and 

have time for rest and relaxation!  

As you remember, I was initially scheduled to retire on September 1, 2020, but with the onset of the corona-

virus and its disruption of General Conference, Jurisdictional Conference (where bishops are elected), and 

our own annual conference, I delayed my retirement to be effective January 1, 2021. That way I can see 

through our virtual annual conference session, scheduled for November 14.  

The North Central Jurisdictional Conference (NCJ) will be held November 10-12, 2021, at which time bish-

ops will be appointed. A couple of months ago, the NCJ bishops (called the College of Bishops) began to 

meet and discuss how to provide coverage for the NIC during the 2021 year. In consultation with the NCJ 

Committee on Episcopacy, the NIC Committee on Episcopacy, and the NIC cabinet, a strong preference was 

made for a retired bishop to provide coverage.  

The College of Bishops began to contact many retired bishops in both our jurisdiction and outside of our ju-

risdiction, men and women, bishops of color and white, and a variety of theological perspectives. With the 

approval of the Council of Bishops, retired Bishop John Hopkins (former episcopal leader of Minnesota and 

East Ohio) was asked, and accepted, to become the interim bishop for the NIC.  

You will be learning more about Bishop Hopkins and we hope to have him say a few words at our virtual 

annual conference session this fall. Due to other commitments, he will not be available, nor receiving calls 

or inquiries, until January 1, 2021, when he will begin. As an interim, he will not be doing all the things that 

a resident bishop does, but will focus on making sure that our strategic work through the Annual Conference 

Shepherding Team continues its momentum, provide episcopal leadership to the extended cabinet, and keep 

the commitments of this conference in relation to human sexuality as having been addressed and approved at 

the 2019 Annual Conference.  

In response to his assignment to the NIC, he said, “I look forward to overseeing the good work Christ has 

already begun in Northern Illinois. In this time of COVID-19, racial injustice, and deep cultural divisions, I 

have faith in the power of God to transform the world through the witness of the church. I seek to serve you 

in the words of Ephesians 4 and ‘ lead a life worthy of the calling to which (I) have been called, with all hu-

mility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’ ”  

I am thankful for his willingness to accept this year-long interim and commend his leadership to you! Please 

keep him and his wife, Elaine, in your prayers as they prepare for this major change in their lives and you, as 

an annual conference, will be in my prayers when I depart at the end of December.  

Blessings on you all!  

Sincerely,  

Sally Dyck 

NEWS FROM THE BISHOP OF THE NORTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE  



July 6, 2020 

 

Rev. Dave Yim 

First UMC  

2100 Chicago Ave 

Savanna, IL 61074 

 

Dear Rev. Yim:  

I thank God for your leadership and commitment to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ! We 
work in a challenging ministry environment, much different from the cultural environment of 
even 10 years ago. To maintain our relevance, we need to adapt and think differently, constantly 
reinventing our modes of ministry. 

I am writing on behalf of the Bishop and the Cabinet to inform you that after some reflection 
and discernment, your district superintendent recommended that you be offered a Health Grant 
of $3200 (2 months). The Cabinet has approved this recommendation. We offer this grant as an 
investment in your ministry, a statement of confidence, support and hope. 

 Please share this news with your congregation so that the members of your church can have an 
experience of the how the whole church works together in supporting vital ministries. 

The grant will be reflected on your monthly invoice from the Benefit Administrator's office be-
tween July and December of 2020. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. LaMeise 
Turner at 312-346- 9766 Ext. 720. 

We hope to continue in partnership with you as you work to develop healthy discipleship in 
your congregation. Together we can make a difference! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Martin Lee 

Rev. J. Martin Lee 

Director of Congregational Development and Redevelopment 

Northern Illinois Conference, The United Methodist Church 

77 W. Washington Street, Suite 1820, Chicago, IL 60602 

Phone: 312.346.9766   Fax: 312.346.9730 

mlee@umcnic.org  



Week Sun. 

June 28 NS 

July 5 75 (drive in) 

July 12 64 (drive in) 

July 19 65 (drive in) 

  

Avg. 68 

In Our Prayers 

 

Suzie Berg, Judy Dunn, Cindy, Emilee Deerer, Sherri Miller,  

Libby Thulen, Harper Christian, Burt Dauphin,  

Beth Wickes, Matthew Foltz, Mara Sutton-Roche, Suzanne Atherton,  

 Vicki Anderson, Ellen White, Ruth Morfey. 

Our shut-ins:  Glen Brunner, John Hamm, Dorothy Taylor, Frank Grove, 
Paul Brunner, Sylvia Reuterfors, Bill & Letty Weidman.  

 

    Military Personnel and their families.  

   

 

Date Income 

June 28 $  960.00 

July 5 $ 7,406.00 

July 12 $ 2,115.00 

July 19 $  2,003.72 

  

Total  Income $ 12,484.72 



  “Body & Soul” Yoga Class Resumes Monday, August 3rd! 

 

Does your body need better flexibility—strength--range of motion--

balance?  

Does your soul crave a spiritual renewal and a vacation from stress? 

Maybe gentle yoga exercises are for you! 

Come, join our free “Body & Soul” Christian yoga class for beginners, and 

invite your friends!   Classes are ongoing; join at any time. 

Time:   9:00 -- 9:45 A.M. 

Days:   Mondays & Thursdays 

Place:   Savanna 1st UMC  

Bring:   An exercise mat 

Contact:   Linda Jachino (815-541-4760) to enroll. 

KIDS KARDS 

Praise the Lord! This ministry received 

a $500 grant from the Keagyl Town & 

Rural Committee. The money will be 

used for supplies & postage.  

God IS Good!!  



Even though we weren't able to meet, members have been busy sewing bags and collecting 

supplies. 41 adult hygiene bags and 5 children's bags were filled with washcloths, soap, lo-

tion, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, Kleenex and other things., The bags 

were delivered to The Riverview Center and the Savanna Food Pantry. Thank you to every-

one who donated to the missions project!!  



 

A big THANK YOU to the members of the health care team that take  care of handing out 

greetings, bulletins, water, communion,  collecting the offering, keeping track of attendance 

and directing parking.    They come early to make sure everything is set up and in place and 

they stay afterwards to put things away and take care of the after service details.  The health 

care team doing this work consists of Molly Anderson, Pam Darrow, Mary Irons, Susan 

Michelle Jepsen, Kay Cavanagh, and Bob Davidson.  They do a terrific job of making sure the 

service goes smoothly.     

 

The Soul Sisters gathered on July 16th for an Ice Cream Social at Shivers. They took ad-

vantage of the new “cones” by posing for  pictures. A  beautiful arrangement of flowers was 

brought by Molly to give as a “door prize”, which Jean Treter won and was elated to take 

home to enjoy.  

If you are looking for a small gathering of ladies to join, consider the Soul Sisters! Once a 

month we do things together and always enjoy laughter and fellowship. Check out our next 

date,  August 20th. We will be going to Chestnut Mountain for lunch and the view!!  



 

 

 

Aug 1 Tom Neumiller 

3 Bob Davidson 

4 Joe Guilinger 

5 Joe Jachino 

7 Chris Fosdick, Cindy Law 

8 Rob David, Claire Connor 

10 Ryan Miller 

11 Jaime Mayer, Kira Jackson 

12 Jennifer Nolte 

13 Martha Purchis, Quinn Callahan,  

LaVona Grissinger 

14 Brenda Hamm 

18 Bill Jacobson,  

Wayne & Martha White ‘63 

20 Adam Hartman 

22 Jean Jones 

24 Marsha Deitelhoff, Ron Miller,  

Brigit Michelle Jepsen 

26 Jeff Law, RJ Clemens 

28 Sharon F. Guilinger 

29 Aiden Weidman,  

Sharon A. Guilinger 

31 Bob Froehlich, Ramsey Miller 

SOUL SISTERS 

Our next outing will be lunch at Chestnut 

Mountain Resort near Galena on Thurs-

day, August 20th. We will carpool from the 

church parking lot at 11am. Check out the 

menu at chestnutmtn.com 

We must have reservations so please RSVP 

to Molly Andersen at 815-273-2104 or 815

-541-6852. Please bring a face mask to 

wear. All women are invited!!  

SAVANNA FOOD PANTRY 

Even though we have not been able to 

work at the food pantry, they still need 

our support. Monetary donations are al-

ways needed. Especially during the COVID-

19 pandemic. You can mark your weekly 

offering envelope and include your dona-

tions with your regular church offering. 

Thank you!!  
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