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Worship Helpers
March 6
Acolyte: Brigit Jepsen, Dylan Knuth
Audio:
Children’s Time: x
Coffee Hour: Badtke Family
Communion: Burt & Peg Dauphin
Greeters: Frank & Lois Grove
Liturgist: Linda Jachino
Media: Susan Michelle Jepsen
Nursery:
Ushers: Guilinger Family

March 13
Acolyte: Hannah, Noah
Audio:
Children’s Time: x
Coffee Hour: Miller Family
Communion: x
Greeters: Ruth Kelly
Liturgist: Peg Dauphin
Media: Kris Yingling
Nursery: Jessica Boyer
Ushers: Bob & Judy Davidson, Molly Andersen

March 20
Acolyte: Brennon Cavanagh, Eddie
Audio:
Children’s Time: x
Coffee Hour: Suzanne, Kelley
Communion: x
Greeters: Jackie Walker, Ann Larson
Liturgist: Randy Bonjour
Media: Chris Falk
Nursery: Kay Cavanagh
Ushers: Dave & Bonnie Davies

March 27
Acolyte: Hannah, Norah
Audio:
Children’s Time: x
Coffee Hour:
Communion: x
Greeters: Bob & LaVona Grissinger
Liturgist: Randy Bonjour
Media: Rhonda Badtke
Nursery: Jessica Boyer
Ushers: Badtke Family

Thank you to our worship helpers.
Greeters & ushers please be at the church by
9:45. Liturgist please contact the church office
for information on the readings for the morning
service. Coffee hour - If we are low or out of
paper product supplies please let the office know
so items may be purchased.
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Every election season comes with division and wound of the nation. Politics are what we feel very
strongly about. The blood pressure of even a very introvert and quiet person goes up when talking
about politics.
Here is what I suggest you Christians: Put your faith before your politics in this season of election.
Be a Christ-follower first and a Republican second. Be a Christ-follower first and a Democrat second.
Be a Christ-follower first and a Libertarian or an Independent second. Because you do not go to Washington D.C. when you die. I have never been at the bedside with someone in a hospital and they say to
me, “Sejoon, would you read to me portions of the Constitution of the United States?” At the end of the day your faith
is more important.
I am not saying that we should not argue with each other. We can have strong and vigorous debates. I think we can
keep yelling at the television debate because I do. In fact, it is a part of our representative of democracy. This is really
important. We need to debate vigorously each other to bring better solution of the problems that we are facing. It is
the beauty of the democracy. We paid much price to achieve it. We must be proud of it.
I have heard someone saying, “The Republican Party is messing up
this country,” or “the Democratic Party is messing up our country?” I wanted to ask them, “So, do you want the Republican Party
disappear? Do you want to remove the Democratic Party? Then,
what’s different from North Korea?” I have once seen people who
claimed, “The reason I’m a Republican is because I’m a Christian.” Or “The reason I’m a Democrat is because I’m a Christian.”

to

Duh! In fact, no matter where you stand politically, you can find
something in the Bible that supports your stand.
For example, if you are a Republican, you may like the “Parable of the Talents”. In conclusion, Jesus rebuked the
servant who was lazy and did not make money.
“You wicked and lazy servant!... …Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have
will be taken from them.” (Matthew 25)
“The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat!”(2 Thessalonians 3:10)
I see this is a Republican value. So, would Jesus be a Republican?
I believe Democrats will argue, “Jesus was a healthcare dispensing machine. Everywhere he went, he dispensed
healthcare for free!” Would Jesus be a Democrat?
To put your faith before politics does not mean that you try to make Jesus support your political view. To put your
faith before politics means that you need to always stand on God’s side. Abraham Lincoln once said, “My concern is
not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be on God’s side.”
Jesus gave us the greatest commandment. “Love the Lord your God with everything.” But he did not finish there because he knew there are many wiggle rooms in loving God. Ask every candidate who is running for President, “Do
you love God?” Who will dare to say NO?
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So Jesus continued to say, “The second is like it: ‘love your neighbour as yourself.’”
I read it in this way, “You love God on the inside, and you demonstrate it on the outside. You demonstrate
your love for God by the way you treat other people. The way that you treat the people made in the image of
God is a reflection of your true love for God.”
Therefore, to put your faith before politics means that you put PEOPLE before politics. It is our common
ground on politics.
I know that the reality is that we are all different people and have different ideas about what is best for ALL
people. That is why we need to continue to debate vigorously each other to bring better answer and solution
of what is best for all people.
Now is the time for us to trust each other and ourselves and our system named democracy because it is the
greatest tool that the human race invented for politics as far as we know. This is a great system at least when
it is working.
I have a suggestion in this season of election for all of you who love politics and this country. Be a student!
If you are a student, you will learn something. This is the season to learn. If you do not think you need to
learn something, you are arrogant or insecure or you are God. But you know you are not God. So we need to
learn from each other.
To make this practical, I encourage you to say this, “I could be wrong.” Never be afraid that you could be
wrong because it is true that you could be wrong. It will make you a better student.
And you can ask this question to people who have different political view from yours, “What led you to that
view?” Because all you know is what you have experienced or what you were told, and all I know is what I
have experienced or what I was told. A Vietnam veteran has a different life story from that of a college student who is studying computer science. They can possibly have different political views. A single mom in
need has a different life story from one who was born to be a millionaire. They can possibly have different
political positions.
What if an 80-year old grandpa and a 25-year old granddaughter sitting around a meal table together talk
about this question, “What led you to that view?” ahead of politics?
When you talk about a person and his or her life story beyond politics and when you begin to understand each
other, you will bring the temperature down and find common ground with people, and you will eventually be
able to love your neighbour, who holds different political view from yours, as yourself.
Imagine… what if every single person in the United States in this election season humble themselves by saying, “I could be wrong”? What if everyone asked this question to each other, “What led you to that view?
What led you to that position that you’re holding now?” And what if they said, “I’m going to consistently
try to understand and love my neighbor as myself”?
Then, I believe, it almost will not matter who the next president will be. This country would get stronger.
Republican and Democrat! You are all one in the United States. And we are all one in Christ Jesus.
May God bless America and Americans!
4

< Le er from Finance Commi ee >
My fingers hit the keys with the op mism of our insurance claim "going well." The phrase is borrowed from
our adjuster's comments on evidence I presented last month totaling about $50,000. Yesterday we applied
for an addi onal $12,000 to our claim Said amount was discovered recently by the Finance Commi ee. This
money exited a church bank account which was never reported on the financials presented to the Adminis‐
tra ve Council through recent years. Separate from this, I applied for another $10,000 into the "probably
misappropriated" category of the claim. The commi ee con nues to work at pu ng "probably" money into
the "misappropriated" category. We have un l the end of March to finalize the claim. The Finance Com‐
mi ee intends to use this me to scru nize all oﬀ our accounts and to eﬀect a compete righ ng of our as‐
sets.
Sejoon and I a ended Joe Belander's pretrial. Joe's a orney asked for another 30 days to consider the
charges. This was granted by the judge. Joe was solemn. Sejoon spent a few minutes with him a er the
proceedings.
2015 appor onment to the Illinois Conference has been paid. We made our January appor onment pay‐
ment. Vivian Eaton has presented financials two months in a row represen ng accurate totals in our ac‐
counts. The Administra ve Council now has numbers they can really on. We actually went without pub‐
lished reports Sept through Dec of last year. Thank you Vivian for your diligence!
As your Stewardship Chairman I don't feel I can take to the pulpit and speak to giving un l we are closer to
closing the embezzlement chapter of life at our church. But keep in mind you gi s are just as important as
your a endance, prayers and service. Giving is not necessarily about the need for the church to receive. Of
course, the church has this need. But on a personal level, giving is about the need for the giver to
give. Thank you for being generous with you money through these past months.
Randy Bonjour
Finance Chairman
< Sejoon’s New Sermon Series, “EVEN!” >

I. Even THERE!
II. Even NOW!
III. Even MORE!
IV. Even WHEN!
(* There will be discussion meetings after each Sunday services in the fellowship hall except for Easter
Sunday while we share this sermon series.)
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF SAVANNA IL
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL SUNDAY, JANUARY, 17 2016 11:30AM
Chairman Paul Mayer opened the mee ng with prayer with 13 members present. He read the minutes
from November and December mee ngs and the minutes were approved with a spelling correc on on
the December minutes by a mo on by Jason Moore and seconded by Max Purchis.
Vivian Eaton presented the financial statement and all bills are paid in full, including our appor onment.
She is s ll spending many hours going through past statements and tracking down ques onable checks.
Max stated the church received a grant for $2300 for the Family Fellowship commi ee and no one knows
where that money is. Vivian has been working with Colleen Kasbohm, who does our payroll taxes. She
oﬀered to clean up our financial mess and separate the funds into diﬀerent accounts that will remain in
Savanna for $60 per month. Max moved and Susan Michelle Jepsen seconded a mo on to have Colleen
do this and the mo on carried. The council is very grateful to Vivian for all the work she has done during
this diﬃcult period.
TRUSTEES: Paul Mayer and Max presented a plan for a playground on the church grounds. Cost is $5500
for a 24’x48’ with a rubber pellet ground covering. Max and a crew can assemble it with a total cost of
$8000. The fellowship Commi ee will hopefully
receive $3300 in grants and the church would
raise funds to complete the purchase. The set is
designed for 3‐14 year olds and would be main‐
tained by the Trustee Commi ee. It is hoped that
this will a ract younger families to the church.
Kathie Prins made a mo on to move forward with
the playground plans and Susan Michelle second‐
ed it and the mo on carried. The commi ee will
purchase 2 new fiberglass step ladders as our old
wooden ones are no longer safe. Bob Davidson is
working on an updated occupant emergency plan
for the church. Kris Yingling made a mo on to appoint Bob as our safety oﬃcer and Peg Dauphin second‐
ed it. The mo on carried. Bob is also working on a plan for our AED unit and will schedule a training ses‐
sion on it.
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Exit signs need to be placed above the Fellowship Hall doors. A new 8x10 rug will be purchased for the First
and Second Grade Sunday School room. The commi ee would like to replace the old doors and windows
with new energy– eﬃcient ones and complete that project.
LAY LEADERSHIP: This commi ee is mee ng next Sunday to find a new Administra ve Council chairperson,
financial secretary, and go over the survey results from last year.
OUTREACH: Jason Moore reported the commi ee met last week and is working on a Souper Bowl luncheon
on February 7, 2016. He also wants to support Mark Miller in his ministry in Honduras somehow.
WORSHIP: This commi ee met on January 14, 2016. We will have a blended worship service on the second
Sunday of each month. This is when the children sing and hopefully will bring in younger families.
EDUCATION: Linda Jachino will be leading a new adult Sunday School class beginning on April 3, 2016. It will
be based on Adam Hamilton’s book, “Chris anity’s Family Tree,” and will learn about 8 Chris an denomina‐
ons. The book is $10 and will be ordered at the end of February. To enroll in the class or get more infor‐
ma on, contact Linda at 815‐541‐4760.
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP: Max and his commi ee are working on revitalizing the Family Frolic night when the
WOW children meet.
WCHS YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE: The council welcomed Hayley Guilinger to her first mee ng.
WOW: There were 18 children at the December mee ng, where they had birthday party for Jesus.
INTERCHURCH COUNCIL: Pam Darrow reported they are mee ng next Tuesday. Lupe Castro is turning 90
this year and they would like to have a surprise party at Manny’s for her. Lenten services will be star ng next
month.
UMW: Deeann Kramer is the new president.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Rev. Sejoon Jang reported that we have welcomed 30 new members since he has been
here, but he needs to follow up with them and work on discipleship. He wants to see our church grow.
OLD BUSINESS: The sign on our triangle property has not yet been removed.
NEW BUSINESS: The President’s Day Chicken and Biscuit Dinner will be on Sunday, February 21, 2016 from 4
‐7pm. Coordinators are Peg Dauphin, Linda Jachino, and Molly Andersen. Tickets are $8 for adults, $5 for
children 4‐10, and free for kids under 3 year. This will be the last dinner since no one has stepped up to take
over the coordina on.
The mee ng was adjourned at 12:58PM.
Molly Andersen, recording
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Date

Income

S.S.

Jan. 31

$2,889.99

$12.00

Feb. 7

$3,381.18

$12.00

Feb. 14

$1,720.62

Feb. 21

$2,127.60

President’s

$2,905

$9.00

Dinner
Total Income $13,024.39

Week

Sat.

Sun.

Sunday
School

1

13

78

24

2

10

77

22

3

11

60

21

4

x

x

x

Avg.

11

72

22

83

Prayer Concerns
John Hamm, Glen Brunner, Lisa Holmes, Frank Prowant, Joan Cassellius, Shawn Roling, Kelly
Satterly, Sandy Shaw, Robin Cook, Nancy Martin, Merle Law, John Powell, Jerry Hallaron,
Joan Hallaron Janet Smith, John McConnel, Kay Hottenstein, Rex Felten, Judy Orn, Eli, Julia
Dreyer, Rita Schwanke, Ora Davenport, Tyson, LaVona Grissinger, Ann Bercheric, McKinsey
Eich, Carl Engaldo, Bill Remrey, Matthew Knapp, Military Personnel and their families

8

LENTEN SCHEDULE
2016 Lenten Service
(* Soup suppers will be served
before the services)
Supper at 6 pm / Service 7 pm
Mar. 2nd– Methodist, Preacher– Narda Alvelo,
“It is Finished…”
Mar. 9th– St. John’s Catholic Church, Preacher– Warren Schaller, “Into your hands I commend…” (No Soup Supper)
Mar. 16th– Presbyterian, Preacher– Neal
Shoffner, “Today you will be with me…”
Mar. 25th– Good Friday, St. Paul’s, THE
PASSION
Mar. 27th– “Alleluia, He is risen”
EASTER

Mar 4 Kelley Johnson, LueAnn Dreger,
Pam Darrow
5 Allen Beyer, Greg Jepsen
8 John Jachino Jr
9 Brianna Ducey , Carol Fosdick
10 Jean Bonjour
12 Ryan Haas
13 Sandra Pratt, John Heffelfinger,
John & Linda Jachino 1971
14 Michael Melhus, Tom Michels
15 Wallene Neumiller
16 Bob & Teresa Bauer 2002
17 Collin Fosdick, Matthew Harvilla
18 Glen & Wilma Brunner 1948
19 Nathanial Shaw
22 Tim Thulen, Patrick Holcomb
25 David Roberts
26 Don Kramer, Rex Kreuder
29 Burt Prins, Susan Ingersoll
Susan White

March 13th will be a contemporary praising
service with Steve Wilson.
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30 Jeff Davidson

Due to not having enough Telstar’s to
send out as bulk mail, we are star ng to
hand them out the last Sunday of Each
month. However, if you would rather
have the Telstar emailed to you instead
of having a hard copy, please email
Shauna in the oﬃce with your name and the email address you would like it sent to.
Oﬃce@firstumcsavanna.org. If you are out of town or forget to pick it up, it will be sent in
the mail the following Monday.
The United Methodist Woman’s group will meet on
Tuesday, March 1st at 7:00
LaVona will be providing the program ‐ Prayer & Self
Denial. Please bring copies of a recipe that is special
to you. We will be sharing them. Hostesses are
Ka e and Deb. We invite all the woman of the church to join us.
“Leading Together” Church Leadership Day focused on church vision, values, strategy
and structure will be held on Saturday,
March 5th. Sejoon will lead a meeting
from 9-11am. Everyone is welcome to
attend.

Fire Evacua on Plan Updated– The new plan is
called the “Fire Evacua on Plan and Shelter– In–
Place Loca ons.” This new plan iden fies what you
are supposed to do in the event of a fire or severe
weather. By looking at the PLAN in the church hall‐
ways, you will see were you are to go to assemble
for a fire or where to shelter– in—place in the
event of severe weather, such as a tornado. Please
take a li le me to look at our NEW FIRE/ SHELTER–
IN– PLACE PLAN.
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Fun Facts
*Two of the first three families who came to this locality in 1828 were Methodists. Their names where
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Davidson, and their son–in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. William Blundell.
Meetings were held in the homes of these two families as the early settlers arrived; and later were
held in a warehouse on the river bank; then in the
crude school house. Thus we see that Methodism here
is
one hundred years old.
*The first pastor of whom there is any record of was
Rev. Hooper Crews, no doubt a Circuit Rider, who, on
June 11, 1835 performed the marriage ceremony of
Harriett Pierce and Vance Davidson.
This was the first wedding in Savanna.

Plan and order now to share Easter Flowers for our Easter service and
help decorate our
sanctuary. Flowers available are:

In Memory of
______________________________

Qty.
_____

______________________________

Lily

_____ Hyacinth
_____

or

Tulip

In honor of

_____Please check here if you’d like to donate your flower to one of our
shut‐ins. Pastor will deliver the flowers during his visits.

______________________________
______________________________

Cost is $15.00 each, payable when ordering. Fill out this order blank and
drop it along with your check in the
oﬀering plate or drop oﬀ to the church oﬃce before March 20.
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Given by:

President’s Dinner
Thank you everyone for helping make the 2015 Presidents’ Chicken and Biscuit Dinner a great success
again this year! We were blessed once again with the willingness of everyone coming together to make this
major undertaking happen.
We served about 320 people, including carry-outs and deliveries.
Thanks to some generous donations we were able to deposit $2,905.
There are still some bills to come in but we are projecting a profit
around $2,650.
People came from the local area as well as Milledgeville, Sabula,
Clinton, Freeport, and as far away as Orangeville. Our reputation is
growing for putting on a plentiful, delicious meal with the special
attraction of the presidents graciously loaned to us from Gene and
Carol Wright. Several commented that they were disappointed that
we did not offer a craft corner and bake sale so that may be something to consider once again in the future.
Linda and I want to thank everyone for all their encouragement and
hard work over the past six years. It is our hope that you all pray for
this dinner and that a couple people will feel led to take over this endeavor. (We’ve kept very good records!) This is important for our church, not only financially, but for the
fellowship it provides for all for us work together and have a good time doing it.
Peg Dauphin, Linda Jachino & Molly Andersen
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7
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga

6
9am– Sunday School for All
Ages
10:15am– Worship
1pm– Blue & Gold Banquet

29

28
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga
6pm– Cub Scouts

27
9am– Sunday School for All
Ages
10:15am– Worship

HAPPY EASTER

22

21
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga

20
8am– Trustee Meeting
9am– Sunday School
10:15am– Worship
PALM SUNDAY
11:30am– Ad Council Meeting
3pm– Boy Scout Awards

30

23

16
4pm– WOW
7pm– Lent Service at
Presbyterian

9
7pm Lent Service at
St. John’s Catholic
Church

8

15

2
4pm– WOW
7pm– Lent Service
Methodist Church

1
7pm– UMW

14
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga
6pm– Cub Scouts

Wed

Tue

13
9am– Sunday School for All
Ages
10:15am—praise service
with Steve Wilson

OFFICE CLOSED

Mon

Sun

31
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga

24
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga

17
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga

GOOD FRIDAY

25
7pm– Lent Service at
St. Paul’s

18

26
5pm– Worship

19
5pm– Worship

12
5pm– Worship

11

10
9am– Body & Soul
Yoga

5
5pm– Worship

4

3
9am Body & Soul
Yoga

Sat

Fri

Thu
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