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TELSTAR 
Our Mission Is To Be Committed Christians Inviting Others To Join Us. 

 

Vision 2023 - “Make Jesus’ Disciples” 

Focus on making Jesus’ disciples 

to transform lives and the world! 

Strong in Worship, Strong in Mission, Strong in Education 

 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

 of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything  

that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

2100 Chicago Ave, Savanna, IL 61074 

Ph: 815-273-2345 

Email: office@firstumcsavanna.org 

Web:  www.firstumcsavanna.org 

Pastor Dave Yim cell phone: 224-600-0446 

Pastor Dave email: daveyim15@gmail.com 



 

 I try to write a journal at least once a week because it reminds me of what I have gone through, what 

I have learned, and what I have felt during those specific moments. Before I write my pastor’s pen for  

August, I took the time to read through my previous journals written in 2023. So far, I have written a total of 

21 journals this year. In them, I have recorded my realization and insights about myself and life,  

expressed gratitude for various things, and shared my personal opinions on world events and issues.  

 I find that the true benefits come when I revisit and re-read my journals. It allows me to travel back 

in time, re-experience the feelings I had during those moments and truly grasp the lessons I may have  

overlooked at the time. This practice has been very enriching for me, and I believe it could be beneficial for 

everyone, especially when it combines with Bible reading. Just like journaling, we can read a chapter of the 

Bible and write down what we have learned from our reading and how it relates to our lives. In the future, 

when we re-read these entries, we can clearly see what God has spoken to us at that specific moment. 

 Schools are starting this month, and once again, our church aims to support the low income families 

in Carroll County who have children at home. The School Supply distribution dates are set for August 7th 

and August 9th, both falling on Monday and Wednesday of the same week. The distribution will take place in 

our fellowship hall from 3:30 PM to 5:00 PM on both days. If you are interested in helping with the  

distribution, please reach out to Molly Andersen. Your assistance in this effort would be greatly appreciated.  

             You can also be a part of this important mission by donating school supplies. We welcome both 

physical items and monetary donations. Last year, we received a generous grant from our conference, which 

greatly helped us in purchasing some of the more expensive items. This year, however, we are solely relying 

on the generosity of our congregation and community. Please, kindly consider contributing money or  

supplies to our School Supplies ministry. Your support is truly invaluable, and it will make a significant  

difference in the lives of these students.   

 FUMC is thrilled to announce that we will be hosting a concert featuring the talented Shirah  

Brothers. This up-and-coming trio of brothers has been blessed with great musical gifts and delivers heartfelt 

messages inspired by the love and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a wonderful opportunity to support 

young Christian musicians who have dedicated their lives to worshipping God and using their talents to 

spread the Good News of the Kingdom to the world. 

 The concert will take place on August 20th during our regular church service at 9:30 AM. On that 

special Sunday, the love offering will be directed towards supporting the ministries of the Shirah Brothers. 

We encourage you to invite your friends and family to join us for this uplifting event. It promises to be a 

morning filled with joy, inspiration, and beautiful music. We look forward to seeing all of you there!

 Blessings to you all, 

  Yours in Christ, 

 Pastor Dave 



Cash Available in General Account: $ 7,782.63 

  June 2023     Year to Date 

Church Revenue $   8,176.16 $ 75,499.10 

Church Expenses $ 25,996.26** $ 108,806.52 

Net Operating Balance $ (17,820.10) $ (33,307.42) 

NIC Apportionments Paid $ 1,290.00 $ 7,740.00 

** includes Mission Trip Expenditure, Boiler Repair Bill Payment,  
and Parsonage Water Heater Replacement. 

Please contact Paula Mayer with any questions! 
paula.jo.mayer@gmail.com 

Date Income Worship Inside Worship Outside Total Attendance 

July 2 $ 2858.00 23 7 + 4 dogs 30 + 4 dogs 

July 9 $ 1897.00 53 2 + 2 dogs 55 + 2 dogs 

July 16 $ 2137.46 N/A 58 + 11 dogs & 2 cats 58 + 11 dogs & 2 cats 

July 23 $ 1348.00 55 5 + 2 dogs 60 + 2 dogs 

Totals $ 8,240.46 131 72 + 19 dogs & 2 cats 302 + 19 dogs / 2 cats 

                                 In Our Prayers 
                                           Billy David, Emilee Derrer, Merry Florence, Matthew Foltz, Rod Furrow, Rhonda  
                                           Harlock Smith, Jill Hofstetter, John Irons, Judy Law, Mike Foltz, Dan Piercy, Rich  
                                           Rathje, John Ritchie, Gi-Tae Yim, Inga, Sandy Froehlich, Vanessa Grissinger, Deb  
                                           Endress (Kris Yingling’s friend), Barb McFadden, Glen White, Pete (Kim Gonzales’  
                                           brother), Ed Jepsen, Tyrone Burcham, Lisa, Lester & Cody Coers, Shirley Fritz, Vickie  
                                           Moore, Bobby Higbea (Susan Michelle’s friend), Baby Adrian & his mom, Alice 
(Esther’s sister), Janet Smith, Seth & Kimber (Jackie Walker’s grandson-in-law and great granddaughter), 
Jackie Walker, Brady O’Neal, Eli (Bob & LaVona’s grandson), Ron & Shirley (Karen Hoffman’s  cousins), Pastor 
Bill Landis, Shirley Hastings, Carol Eyerly (Cori Moore’s mom),  Erik & Alice Riffe-Torrison (Ronda’s parents), 
Pastor Karen Schilling (Bonnie Davies’ friend),  Donny Hughes, Jeff O’Leary, Kathy Wainwright (Susan 
Michelle’s friend), Kim Walker (Jackie Walker’s daughter), the family of Marty Hill, and our Farmers.  
 
Our shut-ins: Mary Ann Larsen, Sylvia Reuterfors, Dorothy Taylor, Alice Riffe-Torrison, Joy Turner, Steve 
Yenney.   
 
Our country & government, Military Personnel & their families, The safety of Ukrainians & end of wars,  
Turkey & Syria, the victims of all the flooding, and the victims of the gun violence and their families.  



 
Worship Time Change 

10:15 am starting Sunday, September 10th. 

Hybrid services will continue. 

Pastor Dave will be gone from afternoon of July 30 thru August 3rd.   

If you need assistance with anything, text or call Ronda at 815-275-8045.   

Pastor Bonnie will be covering all pastoral needs. 

The Shirah Brothers will be here for our worship service on August 20th at 9:30 am!  

They are an up-and-coming trio of brothers who have great talent and share heartful 

messages that Christ has directed in their program. They were the 2022 winner of the 

National Quartet Convention Showcase Award and will be singing at the Ark in  

Kentucky for the 40 days and 40 nights of Praise this September.   

This will be free and open to the public. (A love offering will be collected.) 

Bring your family and friends!!!!! 

Sunday School  

(All of them)  

will resume on  

September 10th! 

Bible study  

will resume on  

August 24th at 9 am. 

Office will be closed  

Friday, August 18th  

as I will be moving my  

daughter to college. 



 Bro Phase 5 

A 

-New Sewing Ministry  
We invite all sewers to get involved in our sewing ministry but getting a kit in the sewing 
room.  Several are available (pattern & material).  Check out this ministry in the sewing  

room after church or ask any member of United Women of Faith. This gives those who  can-
not come Monday afternoons to sew a chance to be a part of this important  

ministry by sewing at home at your convenience.  Come check it out!  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What’s Happening At Church!!!! 

  Kids Kards    
Kids Kards will meet after worship on August 27th around 10:30am.   
We're making cards for Big Meadows and Pinnacle place residents.   

We will be having tacos for lunch! 
Everyone is welcome and all materials are provided.   

    

Will meet on August 1st, 2023 at the home of Deeann 
Kramer for supper.  Her address is: 6639 Riverview Rd, 
Thomson, IL.  For more information, please contact 
Mary Irons at 815-541-8487 

SOUL SISTERS T-SHIRT MAKING PARTY 
Thursday, August 17th @ 11 am 

Deb Long will help us make “Soul Sisters” t-shirts for our outings! 
Bring:  > 100% cotton t-shirt or polo shirt (any color except white) 

> Metal dental pick (at Wal-Mart, dollar stores, Hobby Lobby) 
    (*Please bring extras for others to use  if you have them) 

> $2.00 to pay for your vinyl logo      
> Sack Lunch (dessert and drinks provided) 

Contact Deb Long (815-218-7496) ASAP so that she can order supplies  
AND if you will need help doing this project. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 



     

Food Pantry 
School is out and that means some children are missing 2 meals a day  

throughout the summer months. Please prayerfully consider donating mac & cheese (never 
have enough), fruit cups/cans (fruit cocktail, mandarin oranges, peaches), pasta sauce, and 

cereal are needed right now!  We can always use peanut butter (creamy), jelly (grape/
strawberry), pancake mix, syrup, soup (tomato, cream of mushroom/chicken), and crackers 

(any kind) during these summer months.  If donating pudding/jello cups, please check to see 
if they need to be refrigerated.  If they do, please let Ronda know right away.   

We so appreciate your generosity and  support! 

Blessing Basket 
The Blessing Basket needs  toothbrushes, toothpaste, and dish soap, along with  

laundry soap, body lotion, aluminum foil , and always paper products.  
Your support is greatly appreciated! 

School Supplies 
It’s time to start collecting school supplies already!   

Glue sticks, markers, pencils, and notebooks are in the stores and on sale.  
You can leave your donation in the Food Pantry box in the narthex.   

Any donation is welcome, including monetary ones.  
Distribution will be August 7th & 9th from 3:30 to 5 pm. 

__________________________________________________________ 

Outreach committee (one who did the Rice meal packing event) is having a fundraiser at 
Pizza Ranch in Clinton on July 31st  from 5 to 8 pm.  Volunteers will be needed to help in 

the dining room. Go let them serve you!!!! 
They also have 8 spots reserved at the Midwest Mission Distribution center on Monday, 
September 18th.  They will leave on Monday morning and return on Friday afternoon.  If  

anyone is interested or has questions, please call Cindy Law. (815-990-3629) 

Security Measures 
New security measures were implemented on June 4th.  There will always be someone  

in the Narthex during worship checking the doors, etc.  The doors at the end of the  
education wing and the front door by the office will be locked during our service.  Only 

the back door will be unlocked.   
If you would like to volunteer to help keep our parishioners safe,  

please let the office know. 
________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
 

Pictures!!! 
The picnic was a great time with 
beautiful weather, many pets blessed, 
great food, and wonderful fellowship!  
A great time was had by all! 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Soul Sisters Outing 
from July to Timberlake 

to see “9 to 5” 

Other pictures 

Kids Kards 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
Vacation Bible School was a huge success! 

They raised $790 for our hometown heroes, 
Savanna Police Dept. 



Lots of pictures inside!  

Even more on our Facebook page.  

Be sure to friend us! 

www.facebook.com/savanna.firstumc 

1 – Tom Neumiller 

4 – Joe Guilinger 

10 – Ryan Miller 

11 – Jaime Meyer 

12 - Joleen Lashelle 

13 – LaVona Grissinger, Martha Purchis 

15 – Brenda Hamm 

18 - Wayne & Martha White (1963) 

22 – Jean Jones 

24 – Bridgit Jepsen, Ron Miller 

26 – RJ Clemens, Jeff Law 

27 – Ashlie Jackson 

28 – Sharon F. Guilinger 

29 – Sharon A. Guilinger 

31 – Bob Froehlich 

AUGUST 
Liturgists 

August   6 - LaVona Grissinger 

August 13 - Jason Moore 

August 20 - Concert 

August 27 - Deeann Kramer 

 

Acolytes 

August   6 - Jiwon Yim 

August 13 - Pearl Michels 

August 20 - Jisung Yim 

August 27 - Dalton Shaw 

 

Counters & Verifiers 

August   6 - Molly Andersen & Mary Irons 

August 13 - Rhonda Law & Pam Darrow 

August 20 - Lori Miller & Linda Jachino 

August 27 - Vivian Eaton & Kay Cavanagh 

If you are unable to do your 

scheduled day, please find 

someone to take your place! 

Telstar deadline:   3rd Monday of each month  
Bulletin Prayer Concerns/Announcements due  
by Thursday at 10 am.  Screen Announcements 
due by Wednesday at 10 am. 
Email:  office@firstumcsavanna.org 



August 2023 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<Pastor gone to DC>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

6 pm -UWF  

 

2 3 4 5 

6   Communion 

9:30 am  

Worship 

 

7 

1 pm Sewing  

Ladies 

3:30—5 pm 

WC Food Pantry 

3:30- -5 pm 

School Supply  

Distribution 

8 

 

 

9 

1-2 pm  Water 

at Fair 

3:30- -5 pm 

School Supply  

Distribution 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13  

8:15 am Trustees 

9:30 am Worship  

10:30 am  Ad  

Council 

 

 

14 

1 pm Sewing  

Ladies 

 

 

 

 

15 

5:30 pm UM 

Men 

7 pm - Finance 

(zoom) 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

11 am  Soul  

Sisters  
3:30 pm  

Worship 

/Health Mtg 

 

18 

Office  

closed 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20   Concert 

9:30 am Worship  

11 am  Mission 

Trip Team (23/24) 

 

 

 

21 

Telstar deadline 

1 pm Sewing  

Ladies  

3:30—5 pm 

WC Food Pantry 

 

 

22 

 

23 24 

9 am Bible Study 

25 

 

26 

 

 

 

27 

9:30 am  

Worship  

10:30 am Kids Kards 

28 

1 pm Sewing  

Ladies 

 

29 

 

30 

10 am Choir  

Practice (?) 

 

 

 

31 

9 am Bible Study 

  


